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Terance D. Espinoza, Ph.D. 

Our new Religion and Philosophy 

major will be available beginning 

in Fall 2017. Earlier this week, 

Drs. Terance Espinoza and Jeff 

Magruder sat down to talk about 

the new degree. What follows is an 

edited version of that conversation:  

 

TE: How was this degree 

developed?  

 

JM: This degree is being offered in 

direct response to student 

interest.  One of the most common 

questions we have encountered in 

conversation with students and 

prospective students is "do you 

offer a degree in apologetics or 

offer courses that will help me 

thoughtfully engage non-Christian 

worldviews?" This new degree in 

Religion and Philosophy will do 

both. 

 

TE: How so? 

 

JM: One of the things I have 

noticed over the years is how many 

leading Christian intellectuals and 

apologists have had training in 

philosophy. If you want to engage 

the marketplace of ideas, a strong 

philosophical background is one of 

the best ways to approach it. 

 

TE: This is the sort of thing that 

Paul does in Acts 17 as well as in 

his letters. 

 

JM: Exactly, so when students ask 

about how to become apologists, I 

recommend that they train as 

philosophers. That way they can 

take the strong biblical training 

that we offer here and learn to 

communicate it in ways that make 

sense to various worldviews. This 

degree equips them to become 

more fluent in the history of ideas 

so they can better communicate the 

Gospel in ways that the non-

Christian can understand. 

 

TE: So then who might be 

interested in this degree? 

 

JM: Anybody who graduates with 

any of the degrees from the 

College of Bible & Church 

Ministries [CBCM] can use that 

degree in vocational ministry. 

Thus, anyone who plans to work in 

the church or a parachurch 

organization would benefit from 

this new CBCM degree in Religion 

& Philosophy.  Of course, those 

who are interested in pursuing 

philosophy, religion, or apologetics 

at a graduate level will be well-

equipped.  Also, those who are 

interested in academic publishing, 

or who want to write for the church 

or the academy, would benefit 

from this degree.  In addition, I 

have observed people who 

graduate with degrees like this who 

go into law or diplomacy. 

 

TE: If a student is interested in this 

area of study but is not able to 

commit to the full major, can they 

study it for their minor? 

 

JM: Yes, we’ve been able to offer 

a minor in Religion and 

Philosophy for a while now, and it 

will continue to be offered as an 

option. 

 

TE:  The major has room for 

students to take any of the other 

minors that are offered by the 

school. Do you recommend that 

students who have declared a 

Religion and Philosophy major 

take a certain minor?  

 

JM: Any of the minors would be 

fine. They should take something 

that interests them and that would 

help broaden their appeal to a 

potential employer. But within the 

major core requirements, there is 

leeway to choose from a variety of 

courses. I recommend that 

Religion and Philosophy majors 

make sure to take courses in 

history, at least one of the biblical 

languages, and at least one of the 

preaching courses. That way they 

will be able to explain clearly all of 

the things that they’ve learned in 

the religion and philosophy 

courses.  

 

TE: Is there anything else that 

people should know about this 

degree?  

 

JM: It was developed in response 

to a very real need in our culture. 

As people continue to become 

divided, we need Christians who 

are grounded in Scripture to have 

the ability to communicate the 

gospel across broad cultural and 

philosophical divides. Students 

have been asking for a degree like 

this for a while. We have been 

working hard to develop a robust 

major that will encourage 
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intellectual curiosity while 

broadening one’s philosophical 

base and research skills, and that is 

also highly marketable in the 

workplace. This Religion and 

Philosophy major will set you up 

for vocational ministry, for 

graduate school, and for work in 

the private sector. The program has 

been years in the making, and 

we’re excited to start offering it 

this fall. 

Course selection season is upon us! 

Registration for summer courses 

has been open for a month. 

Registration for fall courses will be 

open next week.  

 

There are two new courses offered 

in the fall that you should be aware 

of:  

 

REL 3143 Second Temple History 

TR 1:50-3:10 pm 

Dr. Terry Minter  

 

PHL 3123 Philosophy of Religion 

MWF 11:35-12:30 pm 

Dr. Jeff Magruder 

 

The Christian Ethics course has 

also been changed from a PHL 

course to a REL course:  

 

REL 3153 Christian Ethics 

TR 1:50-3:10 pm 

Dr. Bruce Rosdahl 

 

 

The following courses are offered 

once every year or once every two 

years. If you miss it this fall, you 

will have to wait a year or two 

before the course is offered again.  

 

BIB 2133 Book of Acts 

TR 1:50-3:10 pm 

Prof. Teresa Blakney 

 

BIB 2233 Pastoral Epistles & 

Thessalonians 

MWF 8:00-8:55 am 

Prof. Mike Mitchell 

 

BIB 34313 Prophetic Literature 

MWF 1:45-2:40 PM 

Dr. Terance Espinoza 

 

GRK 3113 NT Greek 1 

MWF 9:05-10:00 am 

TBA 

 

HEB 3113 Biblical Hebrew 1 

MWF 11:35-12:30 pm 

Dr. Terance Espinoza 

 

THE 4413 OT Theology 

TR 10:50-12:10 pm 

Dr. Terance Espinoza 

 

The full list of departmental course 

offerings that are planned through 

Summer 2020 is posted at 

sagu.edu/BibTheo, “Resources,” 

“Course Rotation: 2016-2020.”  

 

 

Bible & Theology Faculty 

 

Every year the Department of Bible 

and Theology confers awards for 

excellence in academic 

achievement in the areas of biblical, 

theological, and language studies. 

We are also in partnership with 

Zondervan Academic’s Greek and 

Hebrew award program. The 

Zondervan plaques are hanging on 

the wall by the north entrance of 

Nelson Memorial Library (entrance 

facing Einstein’s). 

 

We are proud to announce the 

2016-2017 departmental award 

winners:  

 

Excellence in Greek Studies + 

Zondervan Greek Award 

Caleb Essick 

 

Excellence in Hebrew Studies + 

Zondervan Hebrew Award 

Jonathon Franklin 

 

Excellence in Biblical Studies 

Bryan Webb 

 

Paul Brooks Award for Bible and 

Theology 

Zachariah Chrisman &  

Sarah Bennett 

 

 

As we head into the final month of 

the semester, the entire Department 

of Bible and Theology would like 

to congratulate those who are on 

track for graduation. Statistics 

from the 2015 U.S. Census shows 

that only 32.5% of the population 

will have attained a Bachelor’s 

degree by the time they turn 25. 

Your degree will be a major 

accomplishment, and we want to 

extend our congratulations to you 

for working so hard to reach this 

goal.   
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