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Write a _______word, formal research paper on ____________. The paper should 

_____________________.   

The paper should use at least one resource per page length, and should have, on average, 4-6 

footnotes per page. Format the paper according to the standards provided in 

_____________________.  

 

Research Paper Rubric 
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 Novice Developing Proficient Expert 

 

 

 

Thesis 

(10%) 

Thesis is not 

apparent or is not 

defensible. 

Thesis stated 

somewhere on the 

first page. Thesis is 

too broad or 

defensible in only a 

generalized sense. 

Thesis is stated in 

the introduction, 

is generally 

narrow in focus, 

and can be 

reasonably 

defended. 

Thesis is stated in 

introduction, is 

narrow, and is 

defensible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence 

(25%) 

1) Uses far fewer 

than one academic 

source for each page 

of the paper's length. 

 
2) Sources do not 

represent quality 

sources. 

 
3) Average of fewer 

than 1 footnote per 

page length. 

 
4) Documentation 

of sources rarely 

reflects academic 

standards. 

 
5) Attribution of 

sources is 

inadequate. 

1) Uses fewer than 

one academic source 

for each page of the 

paper's length. 

 

2) Sources do not 

represent quality 

sources. 

 

3) Average of 1 

footnote per page 

length. 

 

4) Documentation 

of sources 

sometimes reflect 

standards. 

 

5) Attribution of 

sources is 

intermittently 

adequate. 

1) Uses at least 

one academic 

source for each 

page of the 

paper’s length. 

 

2) Sources do not 

always represent 

quality sources. 

 

3) Average of 2-4 

footnotes per page. 

 

4) Documentation 

of sources is 

generally up to 

standards, with 

some flaws. 

 

5) Attribution of 

sources is used 

when they are 

quoted or referred 

to. 

1) Uses at least one 

academic source for 

each page of the 

paper’s length. 

 

2) Sources reflect the 

interpreter’s ability to 

distinguish sources 

informed by scholarly 

approaches from 

popular works that are 

not informed by 

scholarly discussion or 

are outdated. 

 

3) Average of 4-6 

footnotes per page. 

 

4) Documentation of 

sources is adequate for a 

reader to be able to 

locate the source and 

check up on the 

interpreter’s 

understanding. 

 

5) Attribution of 

sources is used when 

they are quoted or 

referred to. 
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Organization 

(25%) 

No introduction or 

conclusion. Thesis 

is lacking or ill- 

formed. Ideas are 

not supported by 

evidence. 

Information is not 

organized and does 

not support the 

thesis or main 

argument of its 

paragraph. 

Paper has an 

introduction or 

conclusion. 

Thesis is overly 

broad. 

Some ideas are 

supported by 

evidence. 

Information is only 

generally 

organized and 

somewhat 

supportive of 

thesis and main 

argument of each 

paragraph. 

Paragraphs are too 

short/long or 

poorly developed. 

Paper has an 

introduction or 

conclusion. 

Thesis is overly 

broad. Some 

ideas are 

supported by 

evidence. 

Information is only 

generally organized 

and somewhat 

supportive of thesis 

and main argument 

of each paragraph. 

Paragraphs are too 

short/long or 

poorly developed. 

Paper has a clear 

introduction and 

conclusion. Thesis is 

clearly stated and 

appropriate to scope of 

the paper. 

Information is clearly 

organized. Ideas are 

supportive of thesis and 

main argument of their 

paragraphs. 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge 

(25%) 

The paper does not 

demonstrate that 

the author has 

understood the 

topic. 

The paper 

demonstration that 

the author, to a 

certain extent, 

understand the 

topic. 

The paper 

demonstrates that 

the author, for the 

most part, 

understands the 

topic. Some 

conclusions, 

however, are not 

supported in the 

body of the 

paper. 

The paper 

demonstrates a 

thorough grasp of the 

topic. Concepts are 

integrated into the 

writer's own insights. 

The writer provides 

conclusion remarks 

that show analysis 

and synthesis of the 

topic. 

 

 

Clarity 

(15%) 

Paper does not 

conform to formal 

English grammar, 

leading to lack of 

clarity. 

Paper generally 

conforms to formal 

English grammar. 

Some mistakes 

lead to some lack 

of clarity. 

Paper conforms to 

formal English 

grammar. Some 

mistakes, but 

paper is still clear. 

Paper conforms to 

formal English 

grammar. Few to no 

references to 1st or 2nd 

person. Few mistakes, 

but paper is 
still clear. 

 


